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SUNNY 
High: 54 
Low: 36 
0% chance 
of rain 


Friday: Partly cloudy, 48/35 
Saturday: Sunny, 53/31 
Sunday: Showers, 55/37 
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SENATE ELECTION 


Alabama upset gives 
Ga. Democrats hope 


Party hopes to 
emulate strategy 
in 2018; GOP 
downplays result. 


By Greg Bluestein 
gbluestein@ajc.com 


The stunning victory Tues- 
day by Democrat Doug Jones in 
Alabama’s U.S. Senate race has 
Georgia liberals hopeful they can 
re-create the same cocktail of 
enthusiastic black turnout mixed 
with a minor rebellion among 
white Republicans. 

Within hours of Jones’ upset 
win over Roy Moore, little-known 
contenders for Republican-held 
seats across Georgia used his tri- 
umph to fuel dispatches to sup- 
porters claiming it was proof that 
they, too, can pull off a surpris- 
ing victory. And party leaders 
expected his win to buoy other 
potential candidates for seem- 
ingly long-shot seats. 

The divided camps of both 
leading Democratic candidates 
for Georgia governor, too, united 
over Jones’ win: Both saw glimpses 
of their own formula for victory 
in his Senate triumph, the first 
by a Democrat in Alabama in 
two decades. 
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ALABAMA RESULTS 
DougJones 671,151 49.9% 
Roy Moore 650,436 48.4% 
Write-ins 22,819 1.7% 
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Democratic candidate for U.S. Senate Doug Jones defeated 
Republican Roy Moore on Tuesday in a hotly contested race. His win 
fueled a string of Georgia campaign rhetoric that boiled down to 
this: If Jones can do it, so can I. JOHN BAZEMORE / ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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jy REMEMBERING THE MAN 
CALLED ‘MR. FALCON’ 


Solid support 
among black 
women was 
at the core 
of Jones’ 
victory, an 
electoral 
bloc that has 
long been 
dominant 

in Georgia 
Democratic 
politics. 

BOB MILLER / THE 
NEW YORK TIMES 
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Clayton fights for fuel tax revenue 


County fears loss of 
millions if FAA policy is 
allowed to take effect. 


By Kelly Yamanouchi 
kyamanouchi@ajc.com 


A fight over who gets to keep 
Clayton County sales tax reve- 
nue from jet fuel at the world’s 
busiest airport started with Delta 
Air Lines arguing that the airport 
should by law get the money, and 
led to a clarification of a federal 
policy affecting airports across 
the nation. 

But Clayton has filed a federal 
appeal and is arguing that losing 
the nearly $20 million in revenue 


The FAA says airports getting federal airport improvement grants 
must use proceeds from state and local government taxes on 
aviation fuel for aviation-related purposes. JOHN SPINK / JSPINK@AJC. COM 


from sales taxes on jet fuel that 
goes to the county, its seven cit- 
ies and the school district would 
create a burden. 

“The impact that it’s going to 
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TheForceis stillstrong 
after all these years 


The next installment of the ‘Star 
Wars’ triple trilogy that began in 

1977 arrives in Atlanta theaters 
today — and fans can’t wait. 
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have on our county and our citi- 
zens and resources and services to 
me is problematic,” said Clayton 
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Ex-Tech player leaves 
pits for cubicle 


Former offensive tackle Eason 
Fromayan missed his senior 
season to join NASCAR. Now, he 
works for arecruiting company. 
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TAX OVERHAUL 


WHEN WILL THE REST OF THE 
GEORGIA DOME COME DOWN? 


Republicans 
reach deal 
on tax plan 


Consensus bill could 
reach Trump’s desk 
to sign by Christmas. 


Jim Tankersley 
©2017 The New York Times 


WASHINGTON — House and Sen- 
ate Republicans have reached an 
agreement, in principle, on a con- 
sensus tax bill, keeping the party 
on track for final votes next week 
with the aim of delivering a bill to 
President Donald Trump’s desk 
by Christmas, according to peo- 
ple briefed on the deal. 

Sen. John Cornyn of Texas, the 
majority whip, told reporters that 
Republicans will be briefed on 
the deal Wednesday, and that he 
is confident it will be approved 
next week. 

The agreement drops the cor- 
porate tax rate to 21 percent from 
the current 35 percent rate and 
will go into effect in 2018, rather 
than 2019, as the Senate bill orig- 
inally called for, according to a 
senior Republican congressional 
aide. The bill also allows individ- 
uals to deduct up to $10,000 in 
state and local taxes, split between 


AT THE GOLD DOME 


HIGHLIGHTS 

E The top tax rate for the 
wealthy would drop from 
39.6 percent to 37 percent. 
E The corporate income 
tax rate would fall from 35 
percent to 21 percent. 

E Homeowners would be 
allowed to deduct interest 
only on the first $750,000 
of anew mortgage. 

E The standard deduction 
would nearly double, to 
$24,000 for married couples. 


WHAT’S NEXT 

Senate leaders plan to vote 
on the package Tuesday. If 
it passes, the House would 
vote next. GOP leaders hope 
to send the bill to Trump by 
Christmas. 


property taxes and either income 
or sales taxes paid. That move is 
intended to alleviate the concerns 
of House Republicans, particu- 
larly those from California, over 
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‘Hardship waiver’ 
erases ethics fee 


Rep. Price’s argument 
could allow others to 
make similar claims. 


By James Salzer 
jsalzer@ajc.com 


State Rep. Betty Price was 
granted a waiver from a $125 
ethics fee by making a unique 
argument: that having her name 
placed on a public ethics com- 
mission list of officials who were 
late filing required campaign or 
financial reports was a political 
“hardship.” 

The commission has the ability 
to waive late fees for “hardships,” 
such as a medical emergency at 
the time reports are due, or if 
an official, candidate or lobbyist 


METRO, B1 
Mischief a chance to 
save our kids’ souls 


Throwing snowballs at cars 

has always been an unscripted, 
unsupervised, somewhat 
naughty adventure of boyhood. 


doesn’t have the money to pay. 

The panel voted 3-1 to grant 
Price a “hardship waiver” Wednes- 
day after her attorney, Robert 
Highsmith, argued that she was 
not formally notified that she 
owed $125 for not filing a finan- 
cial disclosure report on time in 
2013, and thus got the “Scarlet 
L” of being placed on the pub- 
lic late-filing list. That list can be 
found online on the state ethics 
commission site. 

Price is the wife of former U.S. 
Health and Human Services Sec- 
retary Tom Price. 

The decision could open up 
the possibility of similar waivers 
for hundreds, if not thousands, 
of other officials, candidates and 


Ethics continued on A7 


INDEX 
Business A9 Opinion All 
Deaths B4 Weather B8 


Volume 69, Number 348 

Z | 00002 

2 carat to 5 carat 
from $8,200 


brownjewelers.com 


